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Synopsis of presentation- "Good Arthropods in Texas" .....In urban 

areas, pesticide usage is widespread and usually unnecessary. This 

stems from a misunderstanding of IPM and a major fear of all insects. 

Many individuals do not realize that only 5% of insects are actually 

harmful, and the remaining 95% of insects are either beneficial or 

neutral. It is important to be able to recognize and differentiate 

between harmful and beneficial insects and other arthropods. Being able 

to correctly identify arthropods, knowing how to prevent them or how to 

treat them when present, will ultimately reduce reliance on pesticides 

for control and preserve beneficial insects. 
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Her main research focus is on the red imported fire ant, where both 
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